Featured Leaders & Partners

Penny A. DeNoble
Co-Executive Director

Frontline Legal Services, Inc. Atlanta, Georgia

Penny DeNoble has been Co-Executive Director of Frontline Legal
Services since January 2020. Her work includes overseeing the
organization’s Peer Program outreach to parish jails and Department of
Corrections facilities facilitating the Ryan White EMA grant, assisting
with general organizational operations, and Frontline’s expansion to the
Atlanta Metro area. Prior to her promotion to Co-Executive Director,

Penny was the Peer Program Manager of Frontline Legal Services,

supportlng and assisting the Non-Medical Case Managers in providing services to clients within the jail and prison
systems. She has been engaged in HIV activism and advocacy since 2008, is passionate about leadership and
leadership development, and receives her strength from learning about and passing information on to others living
with HIV.

As a woman who has been living with HIV for 38 years, her goal is to raise awareness, encourage testing, reduce
stigma, promote prevention and linkage to healthcare, and be a good role model for her community. In recognizing
her work in the HIV community, Penny was selected as a POZ 100 Awardee in 2013, an honor selected annually to
spotlight the service of 100 warriors in the fight against HIV.

Paul Martinez

Project Director

Cherokee County Health Services Council
Tahlequah, Oklahoma (Cherokee Nation)

As Program Coordinator, Paul Martinez works to
reduce HIV stigma across Cherokee, Adair, and
Delaware counties. Throughout his work, he has
built strong partnerships with local organizations to
successfully improve HIV education and testing in

these areas. Paul enjoys movies, traveling, and

spending time with friends and family as well as his Alaskan Malamute, Isabella.



Freda Jones

Co-Founder

Loving Ourselves Through Unity and Strength, Inc. (L.O.T.U.S,,
Inc.)

Atlanta, Georgia

According to Freda Jones, she has not had a hard battle, but her life has
been filled with uncertainties. With the advancement of HIV treatment,
her diagnosis is managed with one pill once a day. Freda reminisces
about the medical revolution that transformed HIV from being a death
sentence. She continues to live, and not hide in the shadows of
HIV/AIDS. In this journey of HIV, Freda has gained strength and

wisdom, and it has made her a survivor of her own testament.

Dorothy Davis
January 20, 1955—October 9, 2023 Peer Navigator
Community Health-PIER Greenville, Mississippi

By Cedric Sturdevant

Dorothy Davis, born on January 20, 1955, was a dedicated Community
Advocate for over 30 years, concluding her impactful journey at
Community Health-PIER on October 9, 2023, when she passed away.
She was the founder of the I Care Support Group, which was established
under the Community Health-PIER umbrella. Dorothy advocated for
women in the Mississippi Delta who felt their voices were overlooked,
particularly those diagnosed in the early 1990s.

Affectionately known as ‘the Condom Lady,” Dorothy was beloved for
her tireless efforts in promoting safe sex, distributing over 2,000
condoms weekly. Her commitment to public health and awareness was

unwavering; she strongly believed in the importance of knowing one’s

health status and getting tested.

Additionally, she had a host of adopted daughters, sons, nieces, and nephews, whom she cared for dearly. Dorothy
Davis’s legacy of compassion, advocacy, and community service continues to inspire all who knew her.



Guilimere (Candis) Cox
Board Chair
Emory COMPASS Community Advisory Board Charlotte, North

Carolina

Guilemere (Candis) Cox is a prominent LGBTQ activist, lecturer, author,
model, and TV personality. She has served as a board member for
Equality North Carolina, a leading advocate for LGBTQ equality in
North Carolina, and was the only transgender person to meet with
former Governor Pat McCrory to oppose the anti-LGBTQ “bathroom
bill” H.B.2.

Candis has also been a board member of the LGBT Democrats of Wake
County, becoming the first transgender person to hold this position. In
this role, she ensures that elected officials represent and protect the
interests of LGBTQ constituents. Additionally, she is the chair of the
Emory COMPASS Coordinating Center Community Advisory Board.
Candis provides insight to key programs across Emory’s programmatic
portfolio and has reviewed grants for numerous HIV/AIDS

organizations in the South.

Committed to visibility as a driving force for social and political change, Candis maintains a strong public presence.

Her efforts have led to appearances with notable figures such as President Joe Biden, presidential candidate Hillary

Clinton, Joan Jett, Ann and Nancy Wilson of Heart, and Cate Blanchett, among others. Although her work takes

her worldwide, Candis proudly calls North Carolina her home.

Larry Scott-Walker
Executive Director
THRIVE SS, Inc.

Transforming HIV Resentments Into Victories Everlasting Support
Services, Inc.’s (THRIVE SS, Inc.) Executive Director and Co- Founder,
Larry Scott-Walker is a self-professed “Love poet trapped in an
advocate’s body.” The Baltimore native is an author, artist, and advocate
for equity and empowerment for Black same-gender loving (SGL) men.
Larry has worked in the public health and social services arena for 15

years. He found his passion for community while a student at Morehouse

College where he co-founded the institution’s first, and only, gay-straight alliance, “Safe Space.”

After college, Larry’s passion for community landed him working at various community-based and AIDS service
organizations (ASOs) before co-founding THRIVE SS, Inc. in 2015. THRIVE has cultivated the largest support
network for Black gay men living with HIV in the country and has made tremendous strides in redefining support,

linkage to care, and HIV stigma reduction. Larry often states, ““There is no pill to rebuild will”’—meaning that no

biomedical intervention can reverse the damage done by stigma and hate. Larry contends that “it is the community’s

responsibility, duty, and honor to love, heal, and fortify itself.”



Elias Diaz
Executive Director
Eagle Pass SAFE

Elias Diaz, a native of Eagle Pass, Texas, holds a master’s degree in
clinical psychology from Antioch University and has over 10 years of
clinical experience. He co-founded Eagle Pass SAFE, the first
LGBTQIA nonprofit organization in the Southwest Texas Border
Region and serves as a Compliance Officer at Maverick County Hospital
District. His work emphasizes improving mental health systems and

increasing awareness around HIV and STT (sexually transmitted

infection) prevention. Elias actively participates in initiatives like CDC’s Let’s Stop HIV Together and other HIV

prevention campaigns. He also created PreParadas!, an anti-stigma campaign targeting LatinX matriarchs. Elias is
the first LGBTQIA elected official in Eagle Pass, Texas.

Oklahoma.

Ellen Wolfe, BSN, RN
HIV Coordinator
Cherokee County Health Services Council

Ellen Wolfe is a retired nurse who worked in HIV care and treatment of
Natives within northeast Oklahoma. Ellen lost her brother to HIV in
1990 and worked for many years in prevention, treatment, and care of
Native populations within Indian Health Service (IHS). She is a retired
Captain of the United States Public Health Service (USPHS) where she
served for 28 years. Ellen has loved getting back into HIV prevention
working with Cherokee County Health Services Council in Tahlequah,

Monica Lee Ridgeway
Senior Consultant
120NE12 Consulting, LL.C

Monica Lee Ridgeway serves as the Executive Director of The Life
Development Corporation, Inc. Previously, she worked for the National
Harm Reduction Coalition as the Organizational Development and
Capacity Building Manager. Monica leads the Sierra Health Foundation
(SHF) Research Project, an initiative that addresses overdoses and
overdose deaths amongst Black and Brown Californians. She also serves
on the California Overdose Prevention and Harm Reduction Initiative.

Monica graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in English with a minor of print journalism from Alabama State

University and earned a Master of Public Administration with a concentration in Nonprofit Management and

Leadership from Walden University. Monica has certifications in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and Inclusive and



Ethical Leadership from the University of South Florida and serves as an Advisory Board member for the Gilead
COMPASS Initiative® through the Emory COMPASS Coordinating Center. Monica is a proud native of Paducah,
Kentucky, where she continues to serve the western Kentucky community. When not at work, Monica enjoys

exploring coffee shops, lots of traveling, singing, and dancing.

Tim Santamour
Executive Director

Florida Harm Reduction Collective

Tim Santamour has over 32 years of experience in harm reduction
starting with ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power)/Western
New York and Prevention Point Buffalo in 1991. In 1994, he moved to
New York City and started volunteering with the Lower East Side
Needle Exchange Program and later, Moving Equipment Queer Harm
Reduction Collective. From 2001-2004 Tim served as Executive
Director of DanceSafe, a harm reduction organization working in Rave
and Electronic Dance Music communities. In 2016 he received a
Bachelor of Arts in English Literature from City University of New York
State-Hunter College. Upon retirement from New York State in 2018,
Tim moved to Florida and founded St. Augustine Harm Reduction
Collective. He is also a Co-Founder of Florida Harm Reduction
Collective (2019). As a gay man living with the experiences of substance
use, Tim advocates for the inclusion of People Who Inject and Use

Drugs in program design, implementation, operation, and in research

design. He prides himself on his mentorship of folks newly arriving to

harm reduction work and his position as an OG of the Harm Reduction and Needle Exchange movements.

Leisha McKinley-Beach
National HIV Consultant Black Public Health Academy

Leisha McKinley-Beach is an author, thought leader, inspirational
strategist, trainer, and community organizer. Leisha is the founder and
CEO of the Black Public Health Academy. She also serves as a
consultant and provides training on Black health issues including HIV,
medical mistrust, racism in public health, cultural humility, and
community engagement. She has been fortunate to participate in

nationally recognized projects such as PrEP in Black America; Gilead

Sciences Champions of Change: A Celebration of Black Women
Changemakers in HIV VnV’s R15k to Reasons, a national movement to retire the word “risk” associated with sexual
health for women; the Florida Department of Health’s Sistas Organizing to Survive (SOS); a first-ever statewide
campaign to address HIV among Black women; and initiatives to engage faith-based communities in the HIV



response across the South. Leisha received her bachelot’s degree in community health from the University of
Florida and her master’s degree in health science (psycho-social health) from the University of West Florida. Leisha
is a 2023 inductee into the University of Florida College of Health and Human Performance Hall of Fame.

Kennedi Lowman
Co-Founder Loving Ourselves Through Unity and Strength, Inc.
L.O.T.U.S,, Inc.

Kennedi Lowman, a native of Columbus, Georgia, holds a Bachelor of
Science from Albany State University in Biology and a Bachelor of
Science from Tuskegee University in Clinical Laboratory Science. She is
an avid volunteer and voice in the community for women living with
HIV (LWH). She has a blog (klowinspires.com) and YouTube channel
(#KLowlnspires) where she talks about her personal experience living
with HIV and issues affecting Black women. In 2020, Kennedi co-

founded L.O.T.U.S. with Freda Jones. L.O.T.U.S. is a private support group with over 300 cis- gender women
LWH.

Joaquin Carcafio
Director of Southern Health Policy
Latino Commission on AIDS, Latinos in the South

Joaquin Carcafio is a queer, transgender Mexican-American man who
calls home both the Rio Grande Valley of the Texas-Mexico border and
Durham, North Carolina. Currently, he is the Director of Southern
Health Policy for the Latino Commission on AIDS, Latinos in the South
program. Joaquin is also a nursing student at UNC-Chapel Hill. He has
been active in LGBTQ), Latiné, and HIV advocacy for the past 10 years,
including serving as the lead plaintiff in the HB2/HB142 lawsuit against
the state of North Carolina over the restriction of public facilities for the
transgender community and the rollback of LGBTQ protection




Shadawn McCants
Licensed Professional Counselor
Healologist 2 Know is 2 Live

Shadawn McCants embodies the essence of a modern-day
trailblazer. With an unyielding commitment to empowerment,
education, and transformative advocacy, Shadawn has emerged
as a formidable force in the fields of mental wellness and
healing, HIV awareness, and public health.

At the core of Shadawn’s journey lies her role as the driving
force behind Know and Live Counseling and Consulting, and

the visionary founder of 2 Know is 2 Live, a nonprofit

organization dedicated to educating, empowering, and

emboldening positive change.

Her extensive credentials include a bachelor’s in criminal justice and psychology, a master’s in counseling, and
recognitions such as the Humanitarian of the Year and Global Exceptional Woman Trailblazer Awards. Shadawn
continues to inspire through her keynotes, advocating for education and transformative advocacy against the
backdrop of the HIV epidemic in the U.S.

Her influential roles with the CDC’s Let’s Stop HIV Together and Thera Technologies’ I am a Champion
campaigns have made her a formidable advocate for Black women. Shadawn’s journey is a testament to the power

of relentless pursuit and undying commitment to community and change.

Masonia Traylor
Executive Director

Lady Burgandy, Inc.

Masonia Traylor is the CEO/Founder of a 501(c)(3) organization, Lady
BurgAndy, Inc. She received her undergraduate degree at the Andrew
Young School of Public Policy Studies at Georgia State University with a
concentration in Nonprofit Management and Leadership. She is an
internationally recognized community champion for HIV/AIDS. As a
dedicated Emmy-nominated producer, HIV activist, and Legacy Leader,

she gives of her time using advocacy, social media, community-based
research, and community outreach to create awareness centering the intersections of HIV/AIDS and its impact on
women and youth. She’s been featured on Hulu in the documentary short UNEXPECTED and in Time, Essence,
People, POZ, Positively Aware, and Variety Magazine. She has also been featured on CNN.com and in numerous
HIV campaigns including CDC’s “Act Against AIDS” and the Kaiser Family Foundation’s “Greater Than AIDS”
campaign. Masonia is a Community Advisory Board Member for The Well Project of Atlanta, Georgia, and
volunteers with her local Ryan White Planning Council, The AIDS Memorial Quilt, and on several projects
advocating for the meaningful and creative involvement of people living with HIV. She uses her “She’s Positive”
campaign to eliminate stigma and bring attention to barriers surrounding life-threatening issues of people living with
HIV/AIDS. Masonia has been flourishing with an HIV diagnosis since 2010.



Rev. Dr. Sande Bailey-Gwinn
Executive Director
Foundations For Living Commerce, Georgia

Rev. Dr. Sande Bailey-Gwinn is a licensed and ordained minister who
has served various communities in the Southeastern United States for 24
years. She currently serves as pastor of Wesley Chapel Church in
Hoschton, Georgia, and chaplain of Northridge Nursing Health and

Rehabilitation Center in Commerce, Georgia.

Rev. Dr. Bailey-Gwinn, a nationwide speaker on issues related to faith

and community health disparities, is the Founder and Executive Director
of Foundations for Living (FFL), a nonprofit organization that provides resources, support, and safe conversational
spaces to help train other faith leaders in reducing HIV/AIDS stigma, intimate partner violence, mental health
issues, and barriers to career development. FFL projects include: Faith 2 Move Forward, a Facebook Live talk show
launched in 2021 that facilitates conversations on social justice advocacy through faith and community-based
initiatives; the Holiday Survival Fashion Show, which uplifts women who have survived life threatening traumas; the
documentary Black Church, Black Preacher, Black Woman; and the Help Me Help You Community Resource
Book.

Rev. Dr. Bailey-Gwinn is a committee member of the COVID-19 Prevention Network Faith Initiative, the Howard
University International Stigma Conference Faith Committee, the IHEAR Advisory Council of the Human Rights
Campaign, and the U.S. HIV & AIDS Faith Coalition. She won the 2021 Stigma Warrior Award from Howard
University and the Americorps Lifetime Achievement Award from President Joe Biden. She holds a Bachelot’s
Degree of Theology, a Master’s of Divinity, and her Doctor of Christian Ministry from the North Carolina
Theological Seminary. She is a published scholar in Meharry Medical College’s Journal of Health Care for the Poor
and Underserved. Rev. Dr. Bailey-Gwinn is married to Macon Gwinn and together they have 5 wonderful

daughters. Rev. Dr. Bailey-Gwinn’s mantra is: “Love isn’t love until you give it away.”

Chad B. Morris
Case Manager
Frontline Legal Services, Inc. Atlanta, Georgia

Chad B. Morris is a New Orleans native who moved to Atlanta in
2022 to assist with the expansion of Frontline Legal Services into
the Georgia area, and to follow his heart and passions. Besides
Frontline, Chad is the owner of The Endless Journey Collection
where he makes artistic expressions of accessories including bow
ties and jewelry. Chad has a passion to help people and loves
making people happy. He is thankful that he gets to do that with
both Frontline and The Endless Journey Collection.




Tammy Dianne Kinney
Executive Director

Rural Women In Action, Inc.

Tammy Dianne Kinney is an exceptional individual who embodies the
qualities of determination and commitment to community service and

her unwavering dedication to effect positive social change.

Tammy resides in rural Georgia where her advocacy work is needed due
to stigma with people who are diagnosed with HIV. Tammy’s activism
landed her in the 2020 Leading Women Society documentary Everyone

Has A Story, and she is a member of Common Threads. Tammy works
in behavioral health in Athens, Georgia, as a certified peer specialist in mental health. Tammy was diagnosed with

HIV in 1987. Her tenacity to thrive with advanced HIV has paved her way to the woman and advocate she is today.

V‘ Gloria Jeanett Sturdevant
¢ May 18, 1968—August 26, 2023
! Co-Founder/ Principal Consultant Community Health-PIER

By Cedric Sturdevant

Gloria Sturdevant was a seasoned strategist who worked with community
organizations, small businesses, nonprofits, farmers, and the community
to help them develop a strategy and plan that created sustainability and
healthy communities. She was a certified life and wellness coach
committed to changing the health statistics of underserved vulnerable
populations living in the Mississippi Delta and other low-income areas of
the state. She mentored young people all her adult life and was dedicated to empowering and challenging everyone
she worked with to live their fullest potential purposefully. Gloria received her wings on August 26, 2023.



